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NIAGARA HEALTH SYSTEM’S NEW HEALTH-CARE COMPLEX  

REACHES NEW HEIGHTS 

 

ST. CATHARINES, ON – The concrete that has been steadily flowing over the past year to create the 
structure of the new health-care complex and Walker Family Cancer Centre came to an end this morning.  
 

With construction approximately 33 per cent complete, the completion of the concrete structure signifies that 

the highest point of the building has now been reached.   

 

St. Catharines MPP Jim Bradley joined hospital and foundation officials, health-care partners and 

construction workers this morning to recognize this important construction milestone. 

 
The building team led by PCL Constructors Canada started construction on the new health-care complex in 

May 2009. Significant progress on the building exterior was achieved over the summer months that included 

the placement of pre-cast concrete panels, erection of structural steel components and sealed aluminum-

framed glass to allow natural light into the building (known as curtain wall).  

 

Construction will be finished by the end of 2012, with doors opening to patients in 2013. The structure is 

expected to be weather tight by early next year.  

 

There are approximately 450 workers on site daily, and 85 per cent of skilled trades are from the local 

community. Although the concrete-related trades have begun to demobilize on site, the workforce is expected 

to rise to more than 800 workers as emphasis is placed on the interior of the facility, including placement of 

masonry walls, mechanical piping and duct work.   

 

The new health-care complex will be approximately 970,000 square feet and will be built on a 32-acre section 

of the 40-acre site in St. Catharines. It will be environmentally friendly and designed to achieve Leadership in 

Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification.  Environmental features include energy efficient 

lighting, cooling and heating, which will help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  

 

The 375-bed replacement facility for the aging St. Catharines General and Ontario Street sites of the Niagara 

Health System (NHS) will offer acute and critical inpatient services, surgical, emergency and ambulatory 

services under one roof for the residents of St. Catharines, Thorold, Niagara-on-the Lake and the area. The 

facility will feature 80 per cent single patient rooms, the most available in a community hospital in Ontario. 

  

 



 

 

Infrastructure Ontario and the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care are working with the Niagara Health 

System to build the new health-care complex, which will remain publicly owned, publicly controlled 

and publicly accountable.   

 

Visit www.infrastructureontario.ca or www.nhs.plenaryprojects.com Error! Hyperlink reference not 

valid.for more information and to view web camera and progress photos. 

 

Quotes: 

 

Hon. Bob Chiarelli, Minister of Infrastructure 

“The progress on this project is indicative of our government's commitment to delivering the health-care 

resources and infrastructure this community needs and deserves.” 

 

Debbie Sevenpifer, President and CEO, Niagara Health System 

“The new health-care complex will have a profound and long-lasting impact on the advancement of medical 

care for the people of Niagara as well as on the abilities of our health-care practitioners to serve patients and 

families for generations to come.” 

 

Betty-Lou Souter, Chair, NHS Board of Trustees 

“We are thankful to those who helped us reach this milestone as well as those who continue to support and 

inspire us along the way.” 

 

Hon. Deb Matthews, Minister of Health and Long-Term Care  

“Once this new facility is complete more patients will have access to high-quality cancer care here in their 

own community, which is a key priority for our government.” 

 

Jim Bradley, MPP St. Catharines  
“This new hospital is going to make such a difference in the lives of people living in St. Catharines. I am 

thrilled to see the project reach this milestone and take another step toward completion.” 

 

Mike Marasco, Plenary Health CEO 

“Reaching this stage of construction in little over one year is a testament to what can be achieved through 

planning, hard work and a shared vision.” 
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Contacts: 

       

Christine Clark      Mandy Downes 

Niagara Health System     Infrastructure Ontario 

905-378-4647 x 43111     416-327-5246 

 

Mike Marasco  

Plenary Health  

604-897-6933 
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In the photo:  

         The Honourable Minister Jim Bradley, MPP St. Catharines  

         Dr. Anna Kobylecky 

         Henry Ramaker – Patient hero 

 


